C4-Optimize I-70 Grand Hogback Service, $

Project Description:

Emerging from the 2016 on-board passenger survey, one of the most consistent suggestions
from passengers was improving the frequency of the Grand Hogback service and
expanding the service to Parachute. These comments are reinforced by population and
employment forecasts, which indicate that the greatest increases in regional population and
employment will occur in western Garfield County. Moreover, the Regional Travel Patterns
Study and AirSage™ data show very distinct commuting patterns between Parachute
(particularly Rifle) and Glenwood Springs.

RFTA has developed preliminary scopes and costs for various I-70 Grand Hogback Service
improvements. At this point, the most appropriate and viable option to advance is service
from 27t Street to New Castle, highlighted in green below.

Project Cost Estimate:
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Impact

$941,000

Highlighted cost is the cost included in the Phased Implementation plan.

Special Considerations:

In 2018, Garfield County is contributing $731,000 to assist with funding the operation of the
Grand Hogback commuter bus service and the City of Rifle is contributing $20,000. In the
future, these jurisdictions and others in the I-70 corridor may want to provide additional
funding to expand and improve the Grand Hogback commuter bus service, or to become
members of RFTA. These discussions are ongoing between all parties.
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